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What Do Grades Mean In A STEM Class?

A 

The student has demonstrated a full understanding of the subject matter, has capacity to analyze, has demonstrated critical thinking, shows evidence of creative thinking, familiarity with course literature and previous work in the area, and highly developed communication and presentation skills. The work is of outstanding quality according to the criteria established for evaluation. Attendance is near perfect; participation is regular and of high quality and thoughtful questions are asked frequently. The student is deeply engaged in the subject matter and is fully committed to the course.

B 

The student has shown good comprehension of subject matter, evidence of critical and creative thought, familiarity with course literature and previous work in subject area, competence in communication and presentation skills, but none of the above to the degree found in the “A” category. The work is of very good quality according to evaluation criteria. Attendance is regular; participation is regular and of good quality and thoughtful questions are sometimes asked. The student is interested in the subject matter and completes the coursework.

C 

The student has demonstrated some understanding of subject matter, can assimilate and communicate basic aspects of the subject matter. The work is of satisfactory or adequate quality according to evaluation criteria. Attendance is acceptable; participation is occasional or not enthusiastic. Questions are only sometimes asked because the student is unable to keep up with the demands of the course. The student may or may not be interested in the subject matter and completes the minimal coursework.

D 

The student has demonstrated minimal understanding of the subject matter, poorly developed communication skills, inability to apply subject matter understanding in other contexts, little evidence of critical or creative thinking. The work is of unsatisfactory but passable quality according to evaluation criteria. Attendance is irregular; participation is rare; questions are rarely asked and body language conveys boredom. The student does not seem to be interested in the subject matter and completes some of the coursework.

F 

The student has inadequate understanding of subject matter, failed to complete course requirements, shown no demonstration of critical thought; communication skills very poor. The work is clearly of unacceptable quality according to the evaluation criteria. Attendance is very irregular; participation is irregular; questions are rarely, if ever, asked. The student seems to be disinterested in the subject matter and completes some of the coursework. 
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