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How Is The Tools for Success Program at Miami Dade College Different From High School?

This table highlights the general differences between high school and the Tools for Success program for students in STEM majors at MDC, keeping in mind that generalizations are not fully accurate. However, as a First Year student, you should note that there are significant differences between what you have been used to and your new learning environment. Studying, testing, grading, professor’s policies and classroom practices vary greatly among courses and professors, so to be successful you must be adaptable.

	STUDYING IN HIGH SCHOOL
	STUDYING IN COLLEGE STEM COURSES



	You may study outside of class as little as 0-2 hours a week and this may be mostly last-minute test preparation.


	You need to study at least 2-3 hours outside of class for each hour in class. 

	You often need to read or hear presentations only once to learn all you need to learn about them.


	You need to review class notes and readings regularly.

	Your are expected to read short assignments that are then discussed and often re-taught in class.
	You are assigned substantial amounts of reading and writing which may not be directly discussed in class.



	Guiding Principle: You will usually be told in class what you needed to learn from assigned readings.
	Guiding Principle: It is up to you to read and understand the assigned material; lectures, discussions and assignments proceed from the assumption that you have already done so.




	PERSONAL FREEDOM IN HIGH SCHOOL
	PERSONAL FREEDOM IN COLLEGE



	Your time is usually structured by others.


	You manage your own time.

	You need permission to participate in some extracurricular activities.


	You must decide whether to participate in extracurricular activities. Hint: choose carefully in Fall Term and then add other activities later.



	You can count on parents and teachers to remind you of your responsibilities and guide you in setting priorities. 
	Your faculty mentors will help you transition successfully into the Tools for Success program, but you will face a large number of new decisions. You must balance your responsibilities and set priorities.



	Guiding Principle: You will usually be told what your responsibilities are and will be corrected if your behavior is out of line.
	Guiding Principle: You are old enough to take responsibility for what you do as well as what you don’t do, in addition to the consequences of those actions. Mature and appropriate behavior is expected.




	TESTS IN HIGH SCHOOL
	TESTS IN  COLLEGE STEM COURSES



	Testing is frequent and covers small amounts of material.
	Testing is less frequent (3-4 times/semester) and covers substantial amounts of material. You, not the Professor, need to organize the material to prepare for each test.



	Makeup tests are often available.
	Makeup tests may be given at the Professor’s discretion if at all. Documented reasons for absence are usually required. 



	Teachers often rearrange test dates to avoid significant conflicts with school events or other teachers’ tests.
	Professors usually schedule tests without regard to other courses or outside activities.

	Teachers often conduct review sessions, pointing out the important concepts and telling you what to study.
	Professors rarely offer review sessions, and when they do, they expect you to participate actively with questions you’ve prepared in advance.



	Cheating and plagiarism may be common with few dismissals for unethical behavior.
	Infractions in the classroom or during extracurricular activities have serious consequences.

	Guiding Principle: Mastery is usually seen as the abilty to reproduce what your were taught in the form in was presented to you, or to solve the kinds of problems you were taught how to solve.


	Guiding Principle: Mastery is seen as the ability to apply what you have learned to new situations or to solve new kinds of problems.

	GRADES IN HIGH SCHOOL


	GRADES IN COLLEGE STEM COURSES

	Grades are given for most assigned work.
	Grades may not be given for all assigned work.



	Consistently good homework grades may help raise your overall grade when test grades are low.
	Grades on tests and major papers usually provide most of the course grade.




	Extra credit projects are often available to help you raise your grade.
	Extra credit projects are not always available to help you raise your grade. If available, they often require considerable time outside of class.



	Initial test grades, particularly if they are low, may not have an adverse effect on your final grade.
	Watch out for the first tests! These are usually “wake up calls” to let you know what is expected – but they usually count for a substantial portion of your course grade. You may be shocked when you get your first grade so don’t consider the first tests as “warm-ups” for later. Prepare extra for the first test.



	Guiding Principle: “Effort Counts”. Courses are usually structured to reward students for their effort.
	Guiding Principle: “Results Count”. Though effort is important in regard to the Professor’s willingness to help you achieve good results, it will not substitute for good grades.




	HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS
	COLLEGE PROFESSORS IN STEM COURSES



	Teachers check your completed homework.
	Professors may not always check your homework, but will assume that you can perform the same tasks on tests. In some courses, homework is completed online and graded automatically.



	Teachers remind you of your incomplete or late work.
	Professors may not remind you of due dates and usually do not accept any work turned in late.



	Teachers approach you if they believe you need assistance. 
	Professors are usually open and helpful, but most expect you to initiate contact if you need assistance. Tools for Success facuilty mentors monitor your overall progress in your courses.



	Teachers are often available for conversation before, during or after class.
	Professors expect you to visit them during their scheduled office hours in order to give you their full attention. 



	Teachers have been trained in teaching methods to assist in imparting knowledge to students. 
	Professors have been trained as experts in their particular fields and often have many years of teaching experience.



	Teachers provide you with information you missed when you were absent.
	Professors expect you to get missed information and notes from classmates.



	Teachers present material to help you understand the material in the book.
	Professors may not follow the textbook. Instead, they may give illustrations, background information and expect you to relate the class discussions to the appropriate textbook reading.



	Teachers often write information on the board to be copied into your notes.
	Professors may lecture nonstop, expecting you to  identify the important points in your notes. When they write on the board, it is usually to amplify the main points, not to summarize. Many professors present course material in Power Point with slides available in print or online. Good notes are a must!



	Teachers impart facts and knowledge, sometimes drawing direct connections and leading you through the thinking process. 


	Professors expect you to think about, connect and synthesize seemingly unrelated topics.

	Teachers often use class time to remind you of assignments and due dates.
	Professors give you a Syllabus and Calendar on the first day that spell out what is expected of you and when things are due. 




	HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES


	HONORS COLLEGE CLASSES

	Each day you proceed from one class directly to another.
	You often have hours between classes; class times vary throughout the day and evening.



	You spend 6 hours a day – 30 hours weekly in class.
	You spend 12-15 hours a week in class.



	Teachers carefully monitor class attendance.
	Professors are required to monitor attendance although it may not count at all toward your grade.



	Classes generally have no more than 35 students. 
	Honors College classes rarely have more than 25 students; regular classes may have more than 100.



	Your textbooks are provided at little or no expense.
	You need to budget substantially for textbooks which usually cost several hundred dollars each Term.



	Textbooks and workbooks are the basis for instruction.
	Textbooks provide the background material for most courses.



	Computer skill for coursework is often limited to word-processing and presentation. Computer access during school time may be limited.
	Ability to use word-processing, presentation and email software is expected along with the ability to quickly master specific course-related Web-based applications.



	Grammar and spelling usually are only counted heavily in English classes.
	You are expected to use proper grammar and spelling according to established norms in writing assignments for all courses and will be graded accordingly. Hint: learn how to use the grammar- and spell-checkers on your word processor.



	Guiding Principle: Classes are often time for reading, writing and recitation. You are not expected to participate in every class.
	Guiding Principle: Classes are the time for discussion, analysis and problem-solving along with lecture. You are expected to fully engage in every class.




Adapted from “How is College Different from High School” by Southern Methodist University 
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